GEORGE THE THIRD
the high prices paid for seats and stands: his mother had paid
40 guineas for the use of two rooms and a scaffold to witness
the coronation of George II and Caroline of Ansbach; but
similar accommodation in 1761 cost 350 guineas.
George and Charlotte bore the long religious ceremony bravely
and humbly. As a .matter of fact poor Charlotte was in agony
from neuralgia and toothache all through the service. When
the time came for them to receive the Sacrament the King
whispered to the Archbishop to know if he ought to remove
his crown. Seeker, unable to answer the question, asked Dr
Zachariah Pearce, Bishop of Rochester, if he knew what the
practice was. The King decided the matter for himself: he
removed his crown, saying that ' humility best became such a
solemn act of devotion/ Old Lady Montague was delighted:
How happy in the day of greatest worldly pomp  lie should
remember his duty to the King of kings!
And many shared her feelings.
The subsequent part of the ceremony, however, was very
badly bungled.   All went well as the King and Queen passed
into Westminster Hall.   Ministers of the Crown, Ambassadors
from foreign courts, Knights of the Garter and of the Bath,
great Lords and their Ladies, members of the Lords and Commons,
die Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London, the Barons
of the Cinque Ports, all in resplendent robes were gathered there
to do honour to their Sovereigns.  But when the time came for
the company to sit down for the customary feast the imperfections
in the arrangements were at once revealed.   No chairs of state
were provided for the King and Queen:  no covers were laid
for the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, and the Barons of the Cinque
Ports.   Their dignity was touched, and they did not hesitate to
remind the Lord Steward, "William Lord Talbot, that they took
the omissions very badly.   But the Lord Steward had worries
of his own.   Knowing that he would have to appear in the Hall
mounted on his horse he had taught the beast to back out of the
royal presence so efficiently that it stolidly refused to go forward
and brought its master into the Hall backwards!  This caused
a great deal of amusement among the company.   Dymock,
the Royal Champion, mounted on the white charger which
George n had ridden at Dettingen, played his part well   He